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WHEREAS, almost every ·g minutes in Texas, a child becomes a·victim.of abuse or neg e , 

WHEREAS, 172 children died from child abuse or neglect in Texas last year; 

WHEREAS,_lastyearinTexas, 19,782.children ~ere removed fro~ their home due to abuse or 
negfect ~ equaliiig:54 childr~n :entering the foster care system each day; . 

WH:EREAS, in fiscal year 201 7, the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services served a · · 
total of 290,000 children who, by no fault _of their own, became involved with the Department -due to 
aileg(}tion:s and collfi~ed: cases of child C~:buse or neglect. -._ · 

- -

WHEREAS, in Hunt County, DFPS's Child Protection Services worked with an average of 184. 
c~ildren and their families each and every month of 2017; 

Wl-I~REAS, Court Appointed Special· Advocates®- CASA volunteers '-"-are a~~igned by the, court to 
speak up for a chiid;s:bestinterest and-be a voice for that child in the ~ou.rts; an:dlast year in Texas, . 
IOA24.CASA volunteers:spoke up for the best interest of29,747 of the 50,293 children in foster care 
in 2017; 

. . 

_ WH~REAS, in Hunt County, CASAvoluriteers advocated for 305 children1~styear, serving 100 
percent of the Hunt County children who were placed into the care ·and custody of the state; 

WHEREAS, Child~~n;'s AdvO<~acy Center~ CAC- is the front door for the child abuse investigation 
·process to .provide -a collaborative response to c.::hildren impacted by abuse; last year in Texas 19 
Chlldtert's Advoc~cy Ce11tefs across the state served more than 48,0QOchildren e_ach, year; 

WHEREAS, _'every child_ through the CAC has a chanc:e for their voice to he heard arid the healing · 
process to begin; inBunt County, CAC staff and volunteers served 566 chi~dren last year; · 

. -

. WHE~AS, chi~4 abu~e_and neglect is a serious problem affecting every seginerit of our community, 
· artdfiriding solutionsr"e<}tiires input and action from everyone in our community; and 

WHEREAS, our children are our most valuable resources and will shaee the future ofTexas; and 

· - WlJ]i:~EAS, chi!d,~bUBecan have-long-term psychological; emotional, and physical effects that can 
_have-lifelong conseql!ences for victims of abuse; and 




